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person. I've already informed his vet that if we
ever have to put him down, I'm going to need
the animal hospital to pi re enough eutha-
or an adult man as well,
s dog is such an .u\gtl that I sort of for-
ml all dogs are not . That's the

guess, I thought it might be a good idea to get
1second puppy.

On second thought...

It was November 2021, when I made one of

the biggest mistakes one can make in a mar-
riage. I bought a dog on the uunnrlmlhmu
onsulting my spouse.

1 blame COVID-19 for t

ed positive and found myself one evening ly-
ing on the couch with a 102-degree fever, Re-
lizing Christmas was around the corner, my
fatigued brain began running through a list
of gift ideas and, after a minute, I decided it
might be fun to surprise my husband, Skylar,
with a puppy.

For context, 1

I had just test-

ad good reason to think
he would gen nt one. My in-laws are
dog people to a degree 1 didn't know w s pos-
~.hh until I met them. A few years ago,
r's sister informed us her aging husky mix
d died during the night. I spent the rest of
the day listening to my husband have sobbing
phone calls with each member of his extend
wd family over this.

1 have an uncle who lives in California and
hml(\\ndm.,s a ky-
lar walked into the house with tears stream.
ing down his cheeks, I asked what happened
expecting him to respond with news of a trag-
wdy involving a close friend. But no.

1 just saw on s I media your uncle has to
put down his sweet baby, Sid."

You don't even know this dog” I responded.

I know,” he sniffled, and his voice trailed off
into high-pitched emotion. “And now I nev-

erwill”

So, yes, in my COVID fog, I just assumed
Skylar would think this was a grand idea sim-
ply because he loves dogs.

After a quick Google search, which I
swear said “bern a doooooodle Utah pupy”
(1 checked later), I put down a large nonre-
fundable deposit Bernese Mountain Dog.
poodle mix to be picked up in eight weeks and
vent to bed.

1 awoke around 2 a.m., laughing at the bi-
zarre dream I just had in which I purchased
a dog on the internet without meeting it or
checking with my husband first. A minute
iter; a small panic rushed through me and I
reached for my phone to verify that it had, in
fact, been a dreara,

After I saw the confirmation email, I lay in
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around the neighborhood, and I thought I'd
gently try to feel out Skylar on this for my own
peace of mind. I thought I could maybe trick
him into giving me retroactive permission.

“Do you ever worry Duncan is lonely?” [
asked Skylar.

“No,” he responded.

“But ... what if we got him a brother one
day” Ladded. “Like, maybe a Bernedoodle?”

Skylar winced. “I don't want a Bernedoo-
dle, and thisisa l'l‘-l”) bad time to get a sec-
ond dog anyway,” he , noting that he was
in the middle nfhu medical residency, and we
were both working long hours.

At this point any plan to keep this a Christ-
mas surprise was abandoned and I pan-
ic-dumped a confession onto Skylar, who in-
stantly forgave me. (I do not deserve this man)

Louie’s tale

Eight weeks later, we brought an absolute

terror into our lives, named him Lou nd

then watched him bite us, scratch us, chew

through furniture, and sprint out the front

door and down the street on a daily basis Atsix

months, he taught himself how to open gates

and doors so he could no longer be easily cor-
ralled. At eight months, he was tall enough to

help himself to whatever he wanted on coun-
tertops and upper cabinets.

Duncan would stand at the edge of the room,
watching us try to train this monster, with a
look in his eye id “when is he leaving?”

Whenevera we passed on walks com-
mented on how cute Louie was, we'd respond,
monotonically nks. Do you want him?”

It's been 212 years since we first brought

Louie home and even after expensive exten-
sive training, he still doesn't listen to us. Just
last week we had to chase him through the
house to wrestle from him a loaf of bread he
had stolen during the two seconds we had our
hm k~ to him.
Ince we pulled the mangled carbs from his
ating mouth, he stomped to the center of
the room and collapsed onto the floor in a frus-
trated huff. A second later, he let out a long, an-
noyed sigh

I caught Skylar staring at Louie just then, a
smirk on his face

“What?"  asked him.

“I'm s0 glad you got COVID and bought him.
Iove him so much,” Skylar said.
1looked at Louie, who glared back at me just

as Duncan began licking his face
“Remarkably,” I said, rubbing my right arm
where a new set of scratches had just formed,

“sodo L

Eli McCann is an attorney, writer and podcaster
inSalt Lake City, where he lives with his husband
and their two naughty (yet worshiped) dogs. You
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bed for the rest of the night rehearsing over
and over how I was going to tell S|

That morning we took Duncan fc

where he tries to keep
the swearing to a minimum so as not to upset his
mother.

LITES |z

linking Investigations in Trauma and Emenrgency Services

University of Utah Research Study
looks at pain management in
] trauma patients

801-581-4594

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

https://healthcare.utah.edu/pain-study
PAINStudy@hsc.utah.edu

KENNEGOTT

COPPER

CANCER: LUNG, THROAT, COLO

If you worked at the Kennecott Copper plant before 1982, you \
may have been exposed to asbestos.

You could be entitled to multiple cash settlements from

special asbestos trusts.

If you have been diagnosed with lung cancer (even if you
| are a smoker) or another cancer, or know someone who died from
one of these cancers, call

1-800-478-9578

Free
Claims Analysis

www.getnorris.com/asb
Nationwide Service
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15-day HEART OF EUROPE® Circle Tour
of Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy,
France, Belgium & Holland by Image Tours
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Airtaxes included
t5 54 ings per couple.
Includes 21 meaks, 13
and escort in Europe, p.p.double occupancy.
Book by 6/26/24. Call for a free brochure.

CRUISE & TRAVEL MASTERS
Salt Lake City ... CALL TODAY!
Ph: 801-904-1100
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Sabra Richins* isa
e Mortgage Specialist
who is OUTSTANDING

in this field!
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> HOT sale on all Central AC’s!

Beat
Th
HEAT!

Air Conditioners
STARTING AT
*13 seer, 2 ton

32995

A/C AND FURNACE COMBO

“Includes standard ins
warranty. 80% furnace, 2-ton 13 seer AC.
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